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MmtTox PRINCE. The Unconscious: the Fundamentals of human
Personality, Normal and Abnormal. New York: The Macmillan
Company, 1914. Pp. xvi, 549. §2.00 net.

This considerable volume (larger than at first glance it appears
because printed on thin paper) has in it psychologic material which
it should be the immediate task of specialists in educational psy-
chology to adopt and to apply to pedagogy; for although primarily
directed to specialist-physicians, it makes contributions to the men-
tal mechanism which must rapidly become incorporated with every
phase of applied psychology as well as of "academic" doctrine. The
lime is past (as my little censure at the New Haven meeting showed)
when mention of the subconscious makes the "academic psycholo-
gist" shy like a filly at sight of a steam road roller.

The present volume consists of selected lectures (with the excep-
tion of four) from courses on abnormal psychology delivered to the
seniors of the Tufts Medical School (1908-'10) and later at the Uni-
versity of California. "They were, I believe," says Professor Prince
in the preface, ''the first to be given on these subjects in any medical
school or college in this country," (and, it may be not improper to
add, the normal halves of the courses were given by the present re-
viewer as a continuation of lecture courses in Normal Medical Psy-
chology begun six or seven years before).

The chapter-headings indicate better than could be otherwise
briefly suggested the scope and the substance of the book: "Theory
of memory as a process; Conservation of forgotten experiences of
normal, artificial, and pathological life; Conservation a residuum
of experiences; Neurograms; Subconscious processes; Subconscious
intelligence; Unconscious; Organization of unconscious complexes;
Meaning of ideas as determined by settings; Meaning, settings, and
the fringe of consciousness; Settings of ideas as subconscious proc-
esses in obsessions; Two types of phobia; Physiological manifesta-
tions of emotion; Instincts, sentiments, and conflicts; General phe-
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nomena resulting from emotional conflicts; and Summary aud gen-
eral conclusions." Without a deep-seated comprehension of these
mental prosesses, and such as these, no teacher has adequate
acquaintance with his students' behavior, instincts, interests, and
other aptitudes to the acquirement of knowledge and of under-
standing.

A page and a half of the summary aud general conclusions has
"meat" enough in it for teachers' consumption to require its present
quotation: "Viewing as a whole the phenomena we have studied, we
see why it is that personality is a complex affair in that in its make-
up there enter many factors, some acquired and some innate. Each
of these is capable of more or less autonomy, and upon their harmo-
nious cooperation depends the successful adaptation of the personal-
ity to its environment. It is, we may say with almost literal truth,
when these factors work to cross purposes, that a personality ceases
to be a harmonious whole; just as the individuals composing a group
of i>erson8, a football team, for example, when they fail to work
together and each strives to fulfill his own purposes, ceases to be a
single team. Consciousness is not a unity in any sense that the tern*
has any significant meaning beyond that which is a most banal
platittide. The unity of consciousness [do not read personality]
seems to be a cant expression uttered by some unsophisticated an-
cient philosopher and repeated like an article of faith by each suc-
cessive generatiou without stopping to think of its meaning or test
it by reference to facts. Neither a reference to the evidence of con
sciousness or to its manifestations gives support to the notion of
unity. The mind is rather an aggregation of potential or function-
ing activities, some of which may combine into associative function
ing processes at one time and some at another; while again these
different activities may become disaggregated with resulting con
traction of personality, on the one hand, and conflicting multiple
activities on the other.

The unconscious, representing as it does all the past experiences
of life that have been conserved, is not limited to any particular type
of experiences; nor are the subconscious and conscious processes to
which it gives rise more likely to be determined by any particular
antecedents, such as those of childhood, [sic] as some would have UH
believe. Nor are these motivated by any particular class of emo-
tional instincts or strivings of human personality. The instinct*
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and other innate dispositions which are fundamental factors are, an
we have seen, multiform, and any one of them may provide the mo-
tivating force which activates subconscious as well as conscious
processes. Impelled by any one or combination of these instincts,
unconscious complexes may undergo subconscious incubation, and
in the striving to find expression may work for harmony or, by con-
flict with other complexes, for discord.

The science of education subconsciously awaits the direct practical
application of such important considerations as these to the art of
ideal teaching, for sufficient scientific material is rapidly accumu-
lating. Morton Prince certainly joins von Hartmann, Charcot,
Janet and Freud in the unearthing and "restoration" of this highly
significant psychological material.

GEORGE V. N. DEABBOEN.
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J. E. WALLACE WALLIN. Experimental Studies of Mental Defectives.
A Critique of the Binet-Simon Tests and a Contribution to the
Psychology of Epilepsy. Educational Psychology Monographs,
No. 7. Baltimore: Warwick and York, Inc., 1912. Pp. vi, 155.
$1.25.

This book is a critical study of the 1908 form of the Binet-Simon
scale of intelligence as an instrument for diagnosing mental defect,
and particularly as a device for determining the mental status of
epileptics. In Chapter I, by way of introduction, the author points
out that we now have fairly accurate norms for the various phases
of physical growth, but that scarcely a beginning has been made in
the more important field of age norms for the development of differ-
ent mental traits and capacities. The latter are greatly needed by
both alienists and educators, and one of the chief merits of the Binet
scale is that it furnishes us with such a set of norms. The chapter
sets forth the results of the application of the scale to 333 patients
of the New Jersey State Village for Epileptics at Skillman, seventy
per cent, of whom were over twenty-one years of age, and compares
the findings with the results of testing 378 feeble-minded children at
Vineland. The mental age of the epileptics is in general consider-
ably higher than that of the feeble-minded, partly on account of their
higher chronological age, partly on account of certain selective
factors that determine the class of patients admitted to the institu-


